Carneys Point Township 
Planning Board
 

The Meeting of the Township Planning Board was held on April 12, 2016 at the time of 6:32 PM. 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Rick Verdecchio who read the Open Public Meeting Act and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

In attendance were:  Chairman Verdecchio, Steve Lopes, Dave Wright, Arnie DiTeodoro,  John Bibeau, Jim Sassi, Mark Lee, and Ed Voyles.
Absent: Ken Dennis, Larry Basile,  Charles Newton, Tom Gamber and Tim Vendetti.  
Also in Attendance: Board Solicitor, Kevin Van Hise and Secretary Freda Earnest
 
Motion was made by Dave Wright to approve the minutes from the meeting of March 22nd.  Second was made by Ed Voyles and all approved.

Chairman Verdecchio read a letter of resignation from Thomas Gamber due to other commitments and effective immediately.

New Business:  A request was made by Attorney David Puma from the Law firm of Puma, Telsey & Rhea, P.A., 107 W. Broadway, Salem, NJ,  to do an informal presentation concerning property located at 329 North Virginia Ave, Block 29, Lots 7 & 8.  His client Thomas Melita who owns that property is requesting that the zoning which was changed to RR2 be re-zoned back to LI as it was previous to 2009 and a Map Amendment to Wastewater Management Plan to clarify that sewer service is available for the property as a sewer line to the property does exists.
They presented the Township Committee (TC) with a Draft Ordinance to rezone (see attachment) at the April 6th Township meeting.  The TC voted unanimously to refer the draft ordinance to the Planning Board for review.  The Planning Board has 35 days to make and transmit a report to the TC  (as per N.J.S.A>40A:55D-26 and 62  - a complete copy of the statute is attached –exhibit C, Municipal Land Use Law) with recommendation regarding the ordinance change and whether it is consistent or inconsistent with the Master Plan.

Mr. Larry DiVietro from Land Dimensions Engineering firm located in Glassboro, NJ and is the Planner representing Mr. Melita who studied our Master Plan and found that the proposed Ordinance is consistent with the Plan.

Mr. Voyles asked if we should be concerned about opening the Board to a possible law suit on spot zoning with this application.  
Attorney Van Hise explained that this is not an application but a Board discussion to determine if a change to the Ordinance is consistent with the Master Plan and consider the request by the property owner to change the zoning back to LI.  
  
Mr. Bibeau asked Mr. Van Hise what would be the best way to expedite the process (and cost effective) without opening the Planning Board or Township up to any law suits.
Mr. Van Hise said he would get together with our Board Planner so that we could evaluate the proper wording and descriptions of the Ordinance and zoning .  
It was agreed to table further discussion to next meeting, April 26th, in order to have time to do so.  

Under old business, Vice Chairman Lopes gave his report as chairman of the committee who inspected the plant site of Chambers CoGeneration, LP, applicant 2016-01, Block 185, Lots 1 C-A whose application for completeness was approved at the March 8th meeting and is waiting for their technical hearing.
Committee members who attended were Mr. Lopes, John Bibeau and Dave Wright
Mark Lee did not attend but the committee wasn’t told so it was too late to contact the alternate, Jim Sassi.

A copy of the Committee findings prepared by Committee Chairman, Steve Lopes is attached to these minutes.  Some of the major issues concerned the (1) parking area and what is being done to address the (2) flooding issues and catch basins;  also should a 
(3) soil analysis be required as part of approval as they will be digging 3ft deep footings for the foundation so it would be a good time to do the analysis.  Another issue:  What are the (4) safety requirements for handling and storing Sulfuric Acid.  
These questions have been forwarded to the applicant’s attorney and will be addressed at the technical hearing at the April 26th meeting.

Attorney Van Hise explained to the Board that a Zoning Officer needs to go and inspect the area subject to flooding and issue notice of violation and the amount of time they have to resolve if there are violations found.  Now is the time to act on those issues if they are in violation.  He did say that these are all valid questions for the Board to ask. 

Meeting was open to public. No Comments.  Meeting closed to public

Motion to adjourn was made by Ed Voyles and second by Dave Wright.  All approved.
Time:  8:48




Approved:  5-10-16					______________________
								Freda A. Earnest
								Planning Board Secretary
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